APPENDIX C 

Finishing our Christian walk strongly
(Practical keys and disciplines that can be taught to help strengthen all believers)
All church leaders and Pastors have the responsibility of helping to see those entrusted to them becoming strong and mature in their faith. (Acts 20:28) The Apostle Peter also wrote about the importance of church elders shepherding and being an example to those that God had entrusted to them. (1 Peter 5:1-4) Jesus also emphasised the importance of Peter tending to and feeding His sheep when He commissioned him to be a shepherd to those in the early church. (John 21:15-17)
This teaching is a study which church leaders, pastors, small group leaders and mentors can use to help train up and empower other Christians for the work of the ministry. If Christians can remain strong in their faith and follow God’s plan for their life, their lives will make a big impact in this world for the Kingdom of God.  (2 Timothy 2:2) As church leaders we need to be continually encouraging all pastors and believers entrusted to us, to fulfil their God given destiny. (Ephesians 2:10)
God has the best plan for every believer’s life.  His plan for our life will give us great purpose and meaning in our life here on earth.  The bible also says that God honours those who serve Him.

Jesus said: “If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:26)

The Apostle Paul also wrote: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)  

AS CHRISTIANS WE HAVE A FAITHFUL GOD WHO PROMISES THAT HE WILL NEVER LEAVE NOR FOR SAKE US (Hebrews 13:5)

The Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the church in Rome:
“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

Jesus Himself said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16)

ETERNAL LIFE IS A FREE GIFT WHICH WE RECEIVE WHEN WE TURN TO GOD (REPENT) AND PUT OUR FAITH AND TRUST IN CHRIST ALONE FOR OUR SALVATION (BELIEVE) (ACTS 3:19) 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

“knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.” (Galatians 2:16)

“Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith.  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.” (Romans 3:27-28)
OUR CHRISTIAN WALK IS ONE OF BEING IN AN ONGOING RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST.

Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand...”  (John 10:27-29)
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name; who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:12-13)
GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN AND PURPOSE FOR EVERY CHRISTIAN’S LIFE 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.  Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:11-13)

AS CHRISTIANS IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO STAY CLOSE TO JESUS AND TO ALLOW THE HOLY SPIRIT TO GUIDE AND DIRECT OUR STEPS IN LIFE
Jesus said to His disciples, “If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever – the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. (John 14:15-17)

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.”  (John 14:26)

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you all things to come.” (John 16:13)  

GOD LOVES US WITH A PASSION AND DESIRES THAT EVERY CHRISTIAN’S LIFE WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT FOR ALL ETERNITY.  AS WE ABIDE IN CHRIST OUR LIVES WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT
Jesus said, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  I am the vine and you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”  (John 15:4-5)

WHILST GOD WANTS US TO HAVE A BLESSED LIFE WHICH IS FULL OF MEANING AND PURPOSE, THE DEVIL ALSO WANTS TO DESTROY EVERY GOOD THING THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE

Jesus made this very clear:

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”  (John 10:10)  AND

“that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:15)

The Apostle Peter wrote: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.”          (1 Peter 5:8-9)

THE APOSTLE PAUL EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF ALWAYS MAINTAINING A STRONG WALK OF FAITH

“But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” 
 

  (1 Corinthians 9:27)

Towards the end of his life the Apostle Paul wrote:

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”   (2 Timothy 4:7-8) 

EVERY CHRISTIAN, LIKE THE APOSTLE PAUL, SHOULD BE FOCUSED ON FULFILLING GOD’S DESTINY FOR THEIR LIFE AND FINISHING THEIR CHRISTIAN WALK HERE ON EARTH STRONGLY, FULL OF FAITH

JESUS LOVES US WITH A PASSION AND DIED ON THE CROSS TO PAY THE PENALTY FOR OUR SINS. WE MUST NOT ALLOW ANYTHING TO IMPACT OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST. 
THE BIBLE STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE OF CLINGING TO OUR FAITH AS WE WALK IN A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM.

The writer of the book of Hebrews wrote:

“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.  For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end.” (Hebrews 3:12-14)

The Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Colosse:
“For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words...As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. (Col. 2:1-4,6-8)
AND TO TIMOTHY

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,...” (1 Timothy 4:1-2)

Jesus Himself said, 
“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.  But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13)

AS BELIEVERS, OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST MUST ALWAYS BE THE MOST IMPORTANT FOCUS IN OUR LIFE.  (1 PETER 1:3-9) 
The book of Hebrews also gives a solemn warning of the consequences for those who have experienced the saving grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives, if they decide to make a deliberate and decisive decision to abandon their Christian faith. These are not just backsliders but apostates. 
“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame.” (Hebrews 6:4-6)
HOW WISE IT IS TO HEED THE APOSTLE PAUL’S ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE CHURCH IN PHILIPPI:
“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;” (Philippians 2:12)

THE BIBLE ALSO SAYS IN PROVERBS:

“Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart from evil.  It will be health to your flesh and strength to your bones.” (Proverbs 3:7-8) 

Having a reverential respect of Who God is (A healthy fear of the Lord) and knowing His incredible love for us, helps us to keep on that narrow path which leads to life and life more abundantly.
PRACTICAL KEYS (AND SCRIPTURE REFERENCES) TO HELP CHRISTIANS TO FINISH THEIR CHRISTIAN WALK STRONGLY AND TO FULFIL THEIR GOD GIVEN DESTINY
1) Spending quality time with the Lord (Psalm 37:4) (Psalm 46:10) (Isaiah 40:28-31) (Psalm 16:11) (Acts 2:28) (Acts 4:13) (John 15:4-5) 
(Jeremiah 33:2-3 > Isaiah 55:8-9 {His ways are higher than ours})
2) Having a lifestyle of worship (John 4:23-24) (Acts 16:25-26) (Colossians 3:16) (Ephesians 5:19) (PSALM 95) (PSALM 150)
3) Meditating on God’s Word (Psalm 1:1-3) (2 Timothy 3:16-17) (Joshua 1:8) (Romans 12:2) (John 8:31-32) (Matthew 7:24-25) (Psalm 119:105) (Hosea 4:6)
4) Being filled with the Holy Spirit (1 Thessalonians 1:5) (Ephesians 4:18) (Acts 1:8)
5) The importance of prayer. Seeking God’s help during times of trials and temptations. (Matthew 26:41) (1 Peter 4:7) (James 5:16) (Ephesians 6:18) (Jude 20)

6) Walking in obedience to God’s plan (Will) for our life (Ephesians 4:15-17)
7) Choosing every day to live for the Lord (Proverbs 16:3) (Luke 9:23-26) (Romans 12:1-8) (Matthew 6:9-11)
8) Choosing your friends wisely (1 Corinthians 15:33) (Proverbs 12:26) (Proverbs 13:20) (Psalm 1:1)
9) Walking in Humility   (Matthew 23:11-12) (1 Peter 5:5-6) (1 Corinthians 1:18-31) (Philippians 2:5-8) (Proverbs 16:18) (Proverbs 18:12) (Romans 12:3) (James 4:4-10) (Psalm 34:1-4) (Psalm 147:5-6) (Psalm 149:4) (1 Corinthians 10:31) (Luke 18:9-14) (2 Corinthians 8:9) (Proverbs 22:4) (Numbers 12:3) (Luke 14:7-11)
10) Having a teachable spirit (Proverbs 15:22) (Proverbs 12:1) (Proverbs 11:14) (Proverbs 19:20)
11) Having a healthy fear of the Lord (Proverbs 2:5-8) (Proverbs 14:27) (Proverbs 1:7) (Proverbs 3:7) (Proverbs 9:10) (Luke 12:4-5) (Psalm 34:7) (Psalm 111:10) (Psalm 112:1-2)
12) Being wise and fleeing all forms of sexual temptation        (1 Corinthians 6:18) (1 Corinthians 10:13) (Proverbs 6:32) (Proverbs 7:1-27)
13) Having a servant’s heart (Matthew 20:20-28) (John 13:3-15) (Luke 16:10-12)
14) Being accountable to other Christians and Church leaders.     (1 Peter 5:5) (Proverbs 18:1) (Proverbs 18:1) (Proverbs 14:14)
15) The importance of fellowship (Hebrews 10:23-25)
16) Being planted in a local church (Psalm 92:13-14)
17) Choosing to walk continually in love and forgiveness (Mark 11:25-26) (Galatians 5:13-14) (1 Corinthians 13:4-8) (Philippians 2:3) (Romans 14:10-13 &19) (Ephesians 4:31-32) (Ephesians 5:1-2)
18) Being content with what God gives us. Having an attitude of gratitude and being thankful for all the blessings that we receive in life. (1 Timothy 6:6-11) (Hebrews 13:5) 
(Ephesians 5:20)
(James 3:14-16)
19) Being careful about what we meditate on. (We must be careful to guard our eyes and ears from those things which could ensnare us)  (Philippians 4:8)
20) Knowing the joy that comes from finding and following God’s plan for our life (Matthew 25:14-23)
21) Developing a disciplined thought life where you take captive wrong thoughts and replace them with God’s Word. (2 Corinthians 10:3-5)
22) Daily putting on the full armour of God            (Ephesians 6:10-17)
23) Keeping a soft heart by keeping short accounts with God      (1 John 1:9) (Proverbs 28:13) (Psalm 119:127-135)  A life of obedience is a key to experiencing God’s peace and joy on an ongoing basis (John 15:9-11) and to receiving God’s blessings. (Matthew 6:31-33) (Isaiah 1:19) (Deuteronomy 28:1-14)
24) Having a clear understanding that we have been saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ and that our salvation was a free gift and has nothing to do with our good works. (That when we repented and gave our life to Jesus Christ, all of our sins were washed away by the sinless Blood that He shed on the cross at Calvary and that His righteousness was imputed to us.) (Isaiah 1:18) (Ephesians 1:7) (2 Corinthians 5:21) (Ephesians 2:8-9) (Romans 5:6-11) (Romans 8:1) (Philippians 3:9)
25) Putting all of our past mistakes, disappointments and hurts behind us. We need to refuse to dwell on our past failures and continually look to the future that God has planned for our life. (Philippians 3:12-14) (2 Corinthians 5:17) (Psalm 103:2-5) (Isaiah 43:18-19)  (Luke 9:62)
26) Knowing God’s incredible love for us (Romans 8:38-39) (Ephesians 3:17-19) (Jude 21) 
27) Having a clear God given vision for our life. (Habakkuk 2:2) (Proverbs 29:18)
28) Dying to self and living for Christ. (Living a crucified life) (John 12:23-26) (Luke 14:26-27) (Luke 14:33) (Galatians 2:20) (John 15:9-17) (1 Corinthians 10:31) (Philippians 1:21) (Philippians 3:7-8) (1 Corinthians 2:9)
29) KNOWING that God is in control of our life IF we have fully yielded our life to Him. (Psalm 24:1) (Proverbs 21:1) (Psalm 23)  (Matthew 6:25-34) (Psalm 91) (Proverbs 3:5-6) (Psalm 62:8) (Hebrews 11:6) (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) (Psalm 37:23-24) (Psalm 27) (Isaiah 54:17) (Deuteronomy 8:18) (Deuteronomy 28:1-14)
30) Learning to live a life controlled by the Holy Spirit. (Walking in the Spirit) STARTING THE DAY IN THE LORD’S PRESENCE IS THE KEY. (Galatians 5:16) (Galatians 5:25) 
31) Not allowing the cares of this world or the desires for other things to undermine our faith. (Mark 4:18-19) Focusing on the cares and pleasures of this world will negatively impact the faith of a believer and cause their life to become less fruitful. 
Meditating on God’s promises in the Bible rather than the cares of this world helps to keep the faith of a believer strong. (Romans 10:17) Being preoccupied with the things of this world however, can cause a believer’s love for Jesus to grow cold. (1 John 2:15) (Revelation 3:15-17)
When experiencing trials or challenges we need to be able to commit our cares to the Lord (1 Peter 5:7) (Matthew 12:28) and learn to keep ourselves in His love. (Jude 21)  As we do this we will find rest for our souls (Matthew 12:29-30) and allow the Lord to give us wisdom and direction for our life. (Proverbs 16:3) (Proverbs 3:5-6)  God is well able to redeem even the most hopeless situations in our life. (Psalm 103:2-5)
32) Finally, we must simply just continue to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ. (Hebrews 12:1-2)  (Colossians 3:1-2) (Psalm 34:5) (Isaiah 26:3) 
When we look to others and even to Christian leaders for help, rather than to Christ, we can sometimes be disappointed. No Christian will ever be perfect until they enter heaven.

All of us have the ability to disappoint others from time to time. The devil will always try and bring up offenses to separate believers.  But Jesus said that where two or three are gathered together in His Name He is in the midst of them (Matthew 18:20) and that where brethren dwell together in unity, God commands a blessing.  (Psalm 133:1-3)
Maintaining Christian fellowship is always a key to walking victoriously as a believer.  We must simply refuse to take on offenses.  If we continually make Jesus Christ our first love, we will also be able to love and forgive others more easily.  

Keeping our eyes on Jesus and His plan for our life will help to ensure that we finish our Christian walk strongly and that we complete what God has planned for our life.

JESUS HIMSELF PROMISES ALL BELIEVERS THAT HIS LOVE IS UNCONDITIONAL AND THAT HE WILL NEVER LEAVE NOR FORSAKE THOSE WHO LOVE HIM. (Hebrews 13:5a) 

THE BIBLE ALSO SAYS:

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and whose hope is the Lord.” (Jeremiah 17:7)  
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